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THE MEnR PropeTY

On February 6,2020 Camp Deerpark purchased the neighboring property that was
formerly owned by Walter and Jacqueline Mehr.

When the owner of a house on Brandt Road discovered his new neighbors were running a
summer camp for children from New York City, he put his house on the market. Prospective
buyers,Walter and Jacqueline Mehr, drove from New York City to see the property around Labor
Day in 1969.They drove past people enjoying a weekend retreat at the newly purchased Camp
Deerpark, to look at a rambling, stone house built in 1810.“As soon as | saw it | fell in love with
it,”Walter said. “Before we left after that first visit, | said I'd buy the house.The owner asked me,
‘Don’t you want to negotiate price or something?’ | said no.”

“I've always
been happy
with having
camp as a
neighbor. It
made me happy
to see children
from the city

When the Mehrs were in the final stages of the purchase of the
house, the owner found out Walter and Jacqueline were Jewish and
tried to stop the sale.The Mehrs prevailed and, along with their new
house, purchased 300 acres of surrounding land.They moved from
Park Avenue and 66th Street to the quiet setting on the hill on Brandt
Road where they could look out of their window at night and see the
eyes of many deer in the field across the road.“l loved the isolation,”
Walter said.

“I've always been happy with having camp as a neighbor. It
made me happy to see children from the city spend two weeks

in the country.” The people have been very good neighbors.They spend two

always plow me out when it snows. Jim Baer would plow me out .

before he plowed at camp.” (Forever God is Faithful, page 125) weeks in the
country.”

Based on the close relationship between camp staff and Walter
Mehr, Ken Bontrager had been named the executor of Walter’s estate. In 2014 while
the Bontragers were on sabbatical, Walter amended his will naming Bob Baxter, a family
friend, as the executor. Being named the executor of one’s estate is an honor and Ken
felt a bit spurned.

As it turned out God had all things in control. Bob Baxter’s roots were in Lancaster
County where his grandfather had been a Mennonite pastor. He, of course, was com-
mitted to handling the estate with integrity, but he also would be happy to see Camp
Deerpark end up with the Mehr property.

Soon after Walter passed on January 3,2018 the 133.7 acre property was listed on the
market at $899,000. The May 19,2018 camp board minutes read,“The board wishes to
continue with caution and not to shut the door on this opportunity. It was agreed that
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we still would like Ken to pursue getting our own appraisal of the
property. We will continue in prayer for a significant gift given for
the purchase, and that this land be used for God’s glory and as a
blessing to Camp Deerpark whether we own it or not.” An inde-
pendent appraisal estimated the Mehr property at $762,500.

At an August 2018 board meeting the board agreed that camp
should stay away from purchasing the house. It was decided to
make a request to the estate to sell the land without the house.
The estate was not able to separate the land. On October 20,
2018 the board decided that we would not make an offer on
the property, but rather we would pray that someone would
come forward who wanted to buy the house and not the land. It
seemed like we were praying for an impossibility.

In the early spring of 2019 our neighbor Keith stopped in one
afternoon and stated, “| want to buy Walter’s house, but | don’t
want the land.” In the weeks following, Keith and camp explored
the possibility of forming a partnership to purchase the property,
which borders camp to the east and Keith to the west. After
more consideration Keith decided against purchasing the Mehr
house. However, less than two weeks later another friend of
Camp Deerpark, who wishes to remain anonymous, stepped
forward to partner with camp to obtain the Mehr property. A
legal partnership was formed and an offer made to the estate.
We are currently in the process of sub-dividing the house and ten
acres from the forest land after which the partnership will be dis-
solved. Camp Deerpark will end up with 125.77 acres at a cost of
$240,000 plus closing and sub-dividing costs.

Why More Land
Camp Deerpark currently owns 277 acres of land, most of which
is forest and used only for hiking. It would not seem that more
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In the late fall Nancy Reichert observed this view as she was leaving work
for the day. It appeared as though the other end of the rainbow settled over
Promise Woods. We continue to trust God’s provision for the construction
project and the Mehr property.

forest land is needed. In 2007 before the housing bubble burst, a
housing development was being proposed, and nearly approved,
that would see more than 300 new homes within two miles of
Camp Deerpark.There are currently seven homes on Brandt
Road above Camp Deerpark making this a very quiet dead end
road.

The Mehr property had been the Skinner family farm prior to
the 1950s and would be the most buildable parcel of land on
Brandt Road for a developer. Even ten additional houses would
drastically affect the camper and guest experience here at camp.
We also heard from several wise and longtime camp supporters
who encouraged us to purchase. Their counsel was that neigh-
boring property for sale is something that only happens once in a
lifetime.

Why Not the House

When the original Mehr house burned in 1985 Walter and
Jacqueline built a beautiful three story post and beam home. They
designed their new home with large living and hosting spaces and
relatively limited bedroom space. Today the 35 year old house is
in livable condition, but there are numerous maintenance issues
that would need to be corrected before Camp Deerpark could
use it as a retreat lodge for guests. At this time the house does
not fit into any program needs at Camp Deerpark.

We are grateful to Keith, our anonymous partner, and to Bob
Baxter for all of his diligent work in this process. We continue to
remember Walter and Jacqueline with fondness. If you have any
questions please contact Ken at deerparkdirector@gmail.com.
This is a huge step of faith for Camp Deerpark. A step that the
board has unanimously embraced.

In December several camp staff joined Braedon Halpin in completing his
Eagle Scout project. With help from family and friends Braedon designed
and built two bridges in the Port Jervis water shed area. Braedon is a senior
at Port Jervis High School and works for Sean in maintenance after school.




APRIL BANQUET POSTPONED
New Dare:
Frioay, Sepremser 25, 2020
SHADY MAPLE RESTAURANT - EAST EARL, PA

Please call 845-754-8669
or email deerparkguests@gmail.com
to register for this event.

Top to bottom:

On a warm October day five ReMEMBERING EVELYN BRown

Evelyn passed away on February 15,2020 at age 93. She
had lived the last five years of her life with her daughter,
Verbena, near Miami, Fl. Evelyn served on the Camp

young men from the Bellvale
Bruderhof Community stripped
and re-roofed motel 2-4. We are
grateful for their work and gener-

ous spirit. Deerark board from 1975-78 and again from 1983-84.
She was a long time member of Seventh Avenue Men-
During the week of February |7- nonite Church. A scholarship fund is being established in

22, Les Mininger and Jim Landis Evelyn’s memory.
from Mellingers Mennonite
Church helped Ben and Leonard
install the ceiling in the Promise
Woods program center. The gap
between boards is designed to
absorb sound in what will cer-
tainly be a lively dining room.

On February 22 more than 25 men from Evangelical Garifuna Manhattan
installed the wall insulation in the program center. They also formed three
painting crews, installed wall board in the kitchen, and cleaned up piles of
brush. It seems as though we did a month of work in one day.

If you are interested in helping with construction please contact Ben at
deerparkcabins@gmail.com
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TRIBUTES IN

MEMORY

In Memory Of Orville Egli
Lisa & Jeff Heilman

Brian & Cynthia Litwiller
Ethel Litwiller

Marilyn Litwiller

Marvin & Betty Sauder
Wesley & Teresa Siegrist
Lester & Marietta Sutter

In Memory of Daniel Glick

John & Ruth Bare

William, Carol & Terry
Burke

Molly & Guy Clark
Eshleman

Nancy & Gene Deering

Patricia Desmond

Jay & Suzanne Dussinger

Jim & Beth Fenton

Forest Hills Mennonite
Church

Dean & Jeanie Glick

Lady Jane Glick
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In Memory of Albert S. &
Maggie Miller
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In Memory Of

Ethel Miriam Zeager
Pannell

Clarence Pannell

Marvin Pannell

Richard Pannell

Kimberly Wright

Continued on page 8

CAMP DEERPARK VOLUNTEERS

Sofia Alexander
Brian Alleman
Asher Alleyne
Joel Amstutz
Daniel Angustia
Ana Arauz

Dio Arauz

Jadyn Arauz
Adalberto Aruz
Esma Arzu
Wilson Arzu
Nathanael Barnard
Bill Barnhart
Wanda Barnhart
Brian Barth
Steve Beachy
Joshua Beam
Anne Becker
Doug Becker
Ken Becker
David K. Beiler
David R. Beiler
Michael A. Beiler
Carmen Benedith
Joe Ben-Eliezer
Abigail Berg
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Carol Berg

Luke Berg
Mattie Berg

Sara Berg
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Creta Bieber
Tom Bieber
Larry Bistine
Allison Blank
Katelyn Blank
Nehemiah Bontrager
Brandon Boyer
Wyatt Boyer
Ken Brill

Darren Brown
Sierra Brubacher
Zonidia Buelto
Barb Bui

Brady Burkett
Caleb Burkett
Heidi Burkett
Kenny Burkett
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Laura Burkholder
Monica Byers
Ringler Carli

Kayla Castro
George Cleland
Don Cohick
Shelva Cohick
David Cook
Kahdijah Davis
Zachary Decker
Steve Diller
Veronica Dingwall
Tiara Downer
Jason Durgin
Tyler Eachus
Cooper Eby
Taylor Eby

Daniel Ben Eliezer
Lynnlee Ennis
Angela Eshleman
Leon Eshleman
Melba Eshleman
Shane Eshleman
Lyle Essick

Tina Essick

Tonya Eversley
Doralina Fernandez
Gerbacia Fernandez
Briceen Fester

Brenna Fester
Cristobal Flores
Lilian Flores
Levi Forrester
Sheila Forrester
Drew Foster
Emily Frey

Andi Gerber
Regina Glover-Alleyne
Louisa Goodwin
Issac Grable
Barb Grable
Ken Graham
Juan Guillen
Miguel Guity
Anita Gutshall
Brett Haller
Jordan Haller
Jeff Hege

Katie Hege
Michele Heister
Linda Heller
Daniel Hensley
Joel Hensley
Brad Hock
Joanne Hock



Sharon Hock
Wayne Hock
Becky Hoover
Galen Hoover
Bob Horning
Alyssa Horst
Cassie Horst
Cole Horst
Hope Horst
John Horst
Josh Horst
Keenan Horst
Keith Horst
Linda Horst
Mason Horst
Mitch Horst
Tyler Horst
Wade Horst
Dan Iwanyszyn
Celia Johnson
Rosa Johnson
Zachary Johnson
Bud Jones
Carlen Kaiser
Glenn Kaiser
Jay Krieder
Danny Kuehn
Brooklyn Kuhns
Jay Kuhns

Jen Kuhns
Justin Kuhns
Nancy Kuhns
Neil Kuhns
Trenton Kuhns
Krista LaRuffa
Nancy LaRuffa
Steve Lehman
Jabari Leitner
Jillian Leitner
Samuel Leitner
Sara Leitner
Monica Lindsey
Pamela Lindsey
Lisa Line

Rich Love

Tina Love

Ed Lowenthal
Hashindi Lsengya
Malorie MacNeil
Andrew Maendel
Kevin Maendel
Nina Maendel
Ashley Marin

Bob Martin
Brian Martin
Brock Martin
Chet Martin
Dominic Martin
Hannah Martin
Jan Martin

Jane Martin
Joel Martin
Kadenn Martin
Renee Martin
Rochelle Martin
Shane Martin
Daniel Mast
Rachel Mast
Sadie Meier
Victor Mendez
Nancy Mercado
Evan Meyers
Patricia Miller
Debbi Millette
Naiomie Mitchell
Maria Morban
Deborah Mow
Glenn Mow
Brian Murray
Ashley Musser
Bob Musser
Greg Musser
Lauren Musser
Marian Musser
Wanette Musser
Matt Myers

Jim Nadolny
Amina Ndiaye
Donna Nicklis
Fred Nicklis
Jon Noll

Lariah Norman
Joseph Palacios
Nora Pappas
Joshua Parker
Pamela Parker
Cheryl Peterman
Dave Peterman
Bob Petersheim
Maggie Possinger
Seth Possinger
Anna Predoti
Joe Predoti
Austin Priest
Ron Ream
Ryan Rimes

Jake Ringler
Alan Rishel
Alyssa Rodes
Joel Rolar

Alison Rosenberry

Brent Rosenberry
Cody Rosenberry

Mariellen Rosenberry

Mary Ann Ruth

Courtney Rutherford

Jediah Rutt
Marie Rutt
Wayne Rutt
Zachary Rutt
Steve Rutter
Dylan Rygus
Esme Rygus
Jeremiah Rygus
Silas Rygus
Tami Rygus
Julian Sambula
Abby Sandor
Brandon Sauder
Zach Sauder
William Scales
Kylee Schunn
Sandra Scott
Navarra Sebastian
Greg Shank
Maynard Shirk
Sylvia Shirk
Charlie Shughart
Charles Sieber
Jesse Slabaugh
Margaret Slabaugh
Adrienne Smith
Cedric Smith
Clyde Smith
Gary Smith
Glenn Smith
Grace Smith
Jayda Smith
Jynnelle Smith
Kayla Smith
Paul Smith
Quincy Smith
Rachel Smith
Cedric Smith Jr.
Cora Southard
Bryan Stauffer
Judi Stauffer
Edgar Stoesz
Marcia Stoesz

Brent Stoltzfus
Gary Stoltzfus
Jonathon Stoltzfus
Joshua Stoltzfus
Josiah Stoltzfus
Rhoda Stoltzfus
Sharon Stoltzfus
Caden Sumnick
Chloe Sumnick
Gabriel Sumnick
Joshua Sumnick
Steve Sumnick
Vanessa Sumnick
Tyma Thomas
Lisa Timmons
Rich Timmons
Jeremy Umble
Shannon Umble

Dexter Utermoehlen
Victoria Utermoehlen

Bob Verno
Samara Waldner
Mei-Yee Wang
Zachary Wang
Carson Wanner
Dwight Weaver
Derek Weaver
Joyce Wenger
Collin Wenger
David Whitesel
Janaya Wipf
Jesse Wise
Hannah Witmer
Arianna Woods
Benjamin Woods
Elijah Woods
Gabriel Woods
John Woods
Natasha Woods
Becky Yoder
Carmen Yoder
Crystal Yoder
Janae Yoder

Joel Yoder
Kendall Yoder
Kristen Yoder
Kurt Yoder

Liam Yost

Phillip Zahaykevich
Sarah Zahaykevich
Jeryl Zimmerman
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In Memory Of John
Villanueva
Steve & Irene Villanueva

In Honor of the Pease Family,
Kendell & Karon
Dan & Marlene Miller

Stuffed chair and roll out otto-
man for six (6) Promise Woods
motels - $360 each

|:| Canon EOS Rebel SL2 Camera
and Canon Accessories - $599

|:| 6 Gallon, |50 PSI Portable

TRIBUTES IN HONOR
In Honor of the Anderson

Family, Kathy & Steve
Dan & Marlene Miller

In Honor of the Wedding of Glenn
Smith & Mary Ann Ruth
Jack & Diane Pechart

In Honor of Glenn & Anne Weaver

In Honor of Carl & Marian David Weaver Electric Pancake Air Compres-
Metzler sor ($125)
Anonymous | ] Rebuild existing gaga pit
($1,400)
In Honor of Dan & Marlene :
Miller To ALL of the 2019 |:| Golf Cart with Bed (Used
Karon & Kendell Pease volunteers and donors! $4,000)
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2020 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE

DATES COSTS
June 28-July 3 $200-300*
July 5-10 $200-300*

SESSIONS
Children’s Camp Session |
Children’s Camp Session 2
& Teen Discipleship A
Children’s Camp Session 3
& Teen Discipleship B
Children’s Camp Session 4
& Teen Discipleship C
Children’s Camp Session 5
Teen Camp & L.EA.D #I
Family Camp Programmed &
LEA.D #2

Summer Camp Discounts (This does not include L.E.A.D.)

*Based on when registration and payment are received in the
office:

- $200/week if received in February or March

- $250/week if received in April or May

- $300/week if received in June.

Register online at www.campdeerpark.org or call the office for a
paper registration.

July 12-17 $200-300*

July 19-24 $200-300*

$200-300*
$200-300*

July 26-31
August 2-7

$450/family
$450/family

August 17-20 The cost of Family Camp and LEAD are not the same as summer

children’s camp.

Family Camp Unprogrammed August 24-27




